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Dear Friends,

As a children’s hospital, Le Bonheur has many opportunities to celebrate. We rejoice in the miracle of new
life. We praise the gi of healing. And we cheer when patients return home to their families.

On June 15, we celebrated 60 years of delivering exceptional care to the children of our community. When
we opened our doors in 1952, we pledged to serve any child in need. Now, 60 years later, we continue to
fulfill our promise, thanks to the dedicated
commitment of our donors, supporters,
volunteers, family partners and associates.

In this issue of Le Bonheur magazine, we
take pride in what we have accomplished
and remember why we are here.
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital serves
more than 250,000 children annually and
on pages 4 through 15 you’ll be introduced
to some of these patients in our cover story
“en & Now.”

Among them are Katie Joyce, a brain
tumor patient from Monroe, La., who just
celebrated her fourth birthday; Sydni
Aylor, a 9-year-old amputee who loves
soball; and Jessica Reed, a
Le Bonheur heart patient and now a
registered nurse working with other young heart patients in the cardiology clinic at Le Bonheur’s Heart
Institute. ese three — along with the other patients featured within these pages — are here today
because Le Bonheur was here for them when they needed us most.

It is our hope that you find each of their poignant stories as touching and moving as we have and that, as
donors, you realize the impact your gis have made on them as well as on the thousands of other patients
who came before and will come aer them. Because of you and your contributions, they received the
greatest gi of all: life.

My heartfelt and sincere appreciation for all you do to support Le Bonheur, where every child matters and
every gi counts.

Meri Armour, M.S.N., M.B.A.
President and CEO
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital
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Jessica Reed, Meri Armour, Sydni Aylor and Katie Joyce at the
“Tree of Life” sculpture in Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

On the Cover:
Sydni Aylor, Katie Joyce and Jessica
Reed at the “Enchilada, Caboodle,
Shebang” artwork in Le Bonheur’s
cardiology and neurology clinic.



Advocate for Le Bonheur
If you would like to participate in
Le Bonheur’s grassroots network,
call Maureen O’Connor at (901) 287-
6718. You’ll receive information on
how you can make your voice
heard by supporting legislative
issues that affect children’s
health care.

Become a fan of Le Bonheur
on Facebook at

facebook.com/lebonheurchildrens
to receive news, updates
and exclusive information.

View our Twitter feed at
twitter.com/lebonheurchild.

Watch Us
You can see Le Bonheur’s new patient
videos and more on YouTube. Visit
youtube.com and type in Le Bonheur
Children’s.

Connect with Le Bonheur
Send us your e-mail address to receive
news announcements, invitations to
special events and
the Le Bonheur Foundation
e-newsletter. Just drop a note
to Lori Dale at
lori.dale@lebonheur.org.
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e Bonheur received a $2.9 million Health Care Innovation Award
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services which
enables the hospital to better treat pediatric asthma in our community
by helping to “close the loop” in the continuity of care these children
receive aer they leave the hospital.

Awarded to Le Bonheur Community Health and Well-Being, in
partnership with the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, the
three-year grant will support Le Bonheur in serving more than 800
children in Memphis and Shelby County who suffer from asthma. In
addition to helping children, the program created nine new jobs and
provided incentives for professional health-care development.

e federal grant was one of 81 innovation awards given nation-
wide. Made possible by the Affordable Care Act, the award supports
innovative projects designed to deliver high-quality medical care,
enhance the health-care workforce and save money.

“is community-based program aids us in building an asthma
registry to study evidence-based treatments,” says Le Bonheur President
Meri Armour. Le Bonheur magazine has been recognized with multiple awards from

local, state, regional and national organizations. The magazine received a
2011 Clarion Award for Best Overall Internal Publication from the national
Association for Women in Communications. In 2012, it won two Gold VOX
Awards from the Public Relations Society of America Memphis Chapter
and a Gold Aster Award from Marketing Healthcare Today. It was also a
Merit Winner in the Healthcare Marketing Report advertising awards.
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Then & Now: Stories from the Heart
Nine Le Bonheur patients are surviving
and thriving today because we were here
for them when they needed us most.

For the Love of Le Bonheur
Miller and Jordan families are
grateful for their sons’
exceptional care.

Giving From the Heart
Memphis school teacher Shadye Parker’s
gifts to Le Bonheur are a lifetime pursuit.

L
Le Bonheur Receives
$2.9 Million Grant

Cardiac Kids Camp
ore than 60 kids attended Le Bonheur’s Cardiac Kids Camp in
July. Children 8 to16 born with congenital heart defects attend

the camp which provides education on heart diagnoses and promotes
healthy lifestyles. It is staffed by physicians, nurses and the clinical team
at Le Bonheur’s Heart Institute to ensure campers’ safety while away
from home.

If you would like to help send a child to camp next summer, contact
the Le Bonheur Foundation at (901) 287-6308.

M
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Surviving and Thriving:
Stories From the Heart

very patient has a story to tell. For some, their illness has been a lifelong
journey. For others, it wasn’t long at all. Some have happy endings. Others, not
so fortunate.

Yet all share one common bond: their lives were transformed since they
first arrived at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital for treatment.

We asked patients and their families about their Le Bonheur experience
and how their lives were altered as a result. On the following pages are the stories they shared.

These patients have all faced difficult, life-threatening medical problems. Some of their stories
are recent — only a year or two post-treatment. A few were treated at Le Bonheur decades ago
while others, now adults, still remain under our care today.

Each one, in their own individual and incomparable way, has survived and thrived following
the compassionate and world-class treatment received at the hands of Le Bonheur’s medical team.

Aswe celebrate Le Bonheur’s 60 years of providing exceptional care to children in our region and
beyond, we reflect onwhatmade Le Bonheur Children’s the nationally ranked pediatric medical facility
it has become today while also remembering a few of the patients we have helped along the way.

May their stories serve to enlighten and inspire you, our donors, who havemade Le Bonheur’s first
60 years possible and whose continued support will enable innumerable possibilities and countless
happy endings for generations to come.

— Stories by Kini Kedigh Plumlee

&Then
Now
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atie Joyce is an outgoing 4-year-old. She loves painting
her toenails and playing dress-up. She cherishes her Disney
Princess dolls and loves to dance. is past summer, she even
attended cheer-
leading camp in hopes
that one day, aer she
starts school, she can
cheer on the team in
her hometown of
Monroe, La.

KK, as she is
nicknamed, is also
very loving. She has a
big heart and oen
tells others she loves
them and follows that
with a kiss on their
arm.

Yet KK wasn’t always this way. Just aer she turned 2, her
parents, Kathryn and Jeff, noticed she was not the cheerful little
girl they knew her to be. She wasn’t as active as normal and she
didn’t like to eat, preferring only a glass of milk to her meals.
en they noticed that she was having a hard time swallowing.

Soon the headaches started, oen in the middle of the
night. KK was no longer her happy self.

A trip to her pediatrician showed nothing out of the
ordinary. Two weeks later, aer three visits to her doctor in
one week, a CT scan confirmed her diagnosis. KK had a
brain tumor.

“When her doctor told us, we sat on the couch and held
KK tight. I asked what we needed to do and where we needed
to go,” says Kathryn.

At the time they learned of KK’s tumor, the Joyce family
was told it may be inoperable. Still, they were encouraged to
come to Memphis. eir physician called Le Bonheur to
arrange for the hospital to admit KK. A family friend offered
his private jet for their transportation.

When they arrived in Memphis, the Joyce family took a
cab to Le Bonheur’s Emergency Department where the staff
was ready and waiting.

e following day, they received some good news: KK’s
tumor was operable and she would have a successful outcome.

While her parents viewed the brain scans from an MRI, they
learned it would take multiple surgeries to completely remove
the tumor. A plan was devised.

Dr. Frederick Boop, co-director of Le Bonheur’s Neuro-
science Institute, would operate and take out as much of the
tumor that was safe and KK would have chemotherapy to
shrink what remained. en he would get the rest of the tumor
in a second surgery.

“We told him to do whatever he needed to,” says Kathryn.
“We just wanted our little girl back.”

at’s when Tracy Tidwell, director of Le Bonheur’s brain
tumor program, stepped up to comfort the family and do what
Le Bonheur does best: give them hope.

“Tracy told us that Le Bonheur was a place where miracles
happen and if we didn’t have the strength to walk that she
would carry us,” says Kathryn.

KK’s miracle did happen. On Sept. 1, 2010, Dr. Boop
emerged from the surgical suite aer seven hours. With tearful
eyes, he told Kathryn and Jeff that he was able to remove the
whole tumor. ere would be no need for chemotherapy.

“We truly
believe that God
worked through
Dr. Boop’s hands
and that he has a
God-given gi
to save children’s
lives,” says
Kathryn.

Following
the surgery, KK
received 33
rounds of
radiation at
St. Jude
Children’s
Research
Hospital before she returned home.

Today, when Kathryn and Jeff look at little KK, they see the
loving, outgoing, cheerful and strong-willed daughter they’ve
always loved.

“We will never be able to express in words what
Le Bonheur means to us and to our family,” says Kathryn.
“Le Bonheur is the reason we just celebrated KK’s fourth
birthday.”

Brain Tumor Patient
Finds Hope at
Le Bonheur

Katie and Dr. Boop

K

Continued

Then & Now
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he best thing about Joe Scroggins is he doesn’t know he has
had challenges in his young life. He is so happy, joyful and
outgoing you’d never know that he is not your average boy. Joe,
you see, has epilepsy.

Joe’s come a long way from when he first arrived at
Le Bonheur in 2005 as a patient of Dr. James Wheless,
co-director of Le Bonheur’s Neuroscience Institute. It’s been a
journey of ups and downs. ere have been many trials and
many blessings. Yet, through it all, his parents, Melanie and
Danny, always had bright hopes for his future, even as their
young son faced brain
surgery to stop the
debilitating seizures that
were controlling his life.

When Joe
underwent epilepsy
surgery at Le Bonheur,
he wasn’t even able to
recite his ABCs. He was
3 years old and since
birth his epileptic
seizures had worsened to
the point he had to wear
a helmet, even around
the house, to protect him
from the falls. It was
difficult for him to walk
and going to the park, playing outside, even trips to the dentist
and barber were dangerous. Life for Joe was anything but
normal.

Eventually, he quit talking and he wasn’t learning.
Seizures happened even as he slept. When Joe experienced a
full-blown seizure at the dinner table, his family knew they had
to take a new course of action. Medication wasn’t going to help
their son but surgery might.

“I remember standing by the bed one day and explaining
to Dr. Wheless how crazy it seemed that Joe could look so
healthy and yet have such a big problem,” says Melanie. “Dr.
Wheless responded by saying, ‘I know. It’s maddening, isn’t it?’

at was exactly
what I needed to hear
because I knew that
Dr. Wheless ‘got it.’
To this day I’m
amazed by his
knowledge and
compassion.”

Dr. Frederick
Boop, co-director of Le Bonheur’s Neuroscience Institute,
performed the miraculous surgery that Melanie says “changed
Joe’s life for the better” on Nov. 14, 2005.

Joe remained seizure-free one year aer his surgery. For
several years, he needed speech, physical and occupational
therapy. en he began having breathing problems caused by
allergies and a narrow trachea. Breakthrough seizures started,
which wore his frail body down. He was ill a lot and unable to
study. However, with new medication, over the past two years Joe
has remained completely seizure-free and is in excellent health.

Now 10, Joe loves to fish, relishes going out in the country
and attending summer camp. He enjoys riding his bike,
swimming, bowling, playing basketball, football and baseball
and he is fond of music. Like all little boys, he revels in playing
superheroes with his friends and building things with Legos.
Most of all, he adores the family’s 76-pound boxer puppy. Joe
is so enamored with his pooch and all other dogs that his
parents are trying to get him involved with an animal volunteer
organization.

“Joe can do just about anything he wants according to his
developmental level,” says Melanie. “He has a language delay

and he processes information a little
slower than other children but this
improves every year. Today, he is

growing and progressing socially,
developmentally, academically

and spiritually.”
Until this past June, Joe was

returning to Le Bonheur for
follow-up visits with Dr.

Wheless every six
months from his home

in Tulsa, Okla. Now, Joe doesn’t have
to come back to Le Bonheur for a
full year.

“Joe has a very good quality of life
today,” says Melanie. “It is constantly

Not Your Average Joe

T

Then & Now
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improving. We are playing catch-up and doing all the things we
couldn’t do when he was younger. We continually take him to
ordinary, everyday places just to experience life because the
more he develops socially, the more he progresses academically.
He no longer trips and falls. He is walking and running around
everywhere like a wild man.”

Joe gets excited when he knows he’s coming to Memphis.
He looks forward to every trip. “He absolutely adores Dr.
Wheless and all the nurses who helped him,” says Melanie.
“Coming to Le Bonheur is like coming home to Joe. He feels
very comfortable here. He loves to walk around and look at
everything and he always wants to visit the cafeteria. For us,
Le Bonheur is a place of hope and healing. Even when Joe was
at his absolute worst, we always felt the nurses and doctors truly
cared and wanted to help Joe as much as we wanted him to
be healed. We have been blessed by everything Le Bonheur
has to offer.”

bright spring day in the country turned tragic for 4-year-
old Sydni Aylor in 2007. As she and her cousins romped
around the rolling hills at her grandmother’s home in Hornsby,
Tenn., they never noticed the mower until it was too late.

Sydni’s mom, Jennifer, was cleaning the flower beds with a
leaf blower while Sydni’s grandmother started up the riding
lawn mower to mulch some leaves.

From out of nowhere came the girls, running at top speed
down the hill and into the path
of the oncoming mower. Before
they could stop, Sydni had fallen
beneath the mower’s wheels.

All Jennifer could think of
was to get her daughter help as
quickly as possible.

She yelled for Grandma to
call 9-1-1 for an ambulance and
then to phone Sydni’s father,
Paul, while she cradled Sydni in
her arms. “It’s going to be all
right,” Jennifer told Sydni. “It’s

going to be all right.”
Within 15 minutes, the

ambulance arrived and
rushed Sydni off to her
school, Hornsby Elementary,
where Le Bonheur’s Pedi-
Flite helicopter had landed to
transport her to Memphis.

While Sydni and her
flight team soared skyward,
Jennifer and Paul raced
behind in their SUV to
Memphis. Every few minutes
the flight nurse would call the
Aylors’ cellphone with an
update on Sydni’s condition. “She’s doing great” was the first
message. “We just landed” came the next report. “We’re taking
Sydni straight to the emergency room.” Jennifer and Paul were
still 20 minutes away from the hospital.

ings were happening so fast and the Aylors knew
nothing about Le Bonheur. “We had always heard it was a great
hospital,” says Paul, “yet we were filled with lots of panic and we
were worried about her future.”

When they arrived, they were met at the front door and
escorted to the Emergency Department so they could comfort
Sydni while doctors did an evaluation. ey learned the bad
news immediately. Le Bonheur’s orthopedic surgeons would
clean the wound and try to save her foot but it was a long shot.

“We had lengthy conversations with all the doctors and
nurses, especially her surgeon, Dr. Jeffrey Sawyer,” says Paul.
“He told us he would do for us what he would do for his own
daughter and that he would do everything possible to save her
foot if he could.”

e nature of Sydni’s wound
had permanently damaged the
nerves and tendons in her foot
and the blood vessels that
supplied her foot were gone.
Aer two days, the inevitable
happened. If they did not
amputate below her knee, her
condition would become a life-
threatening situation.

Because Sydni was so young
and still had lots of growing to
do, Dr. Sawyer explained to them

Continued

A

Life-Threatening
Accident Just
“Bump in the Road”

Sydni was the flower girl at nurse Regina Goulder’s wedding

Then & Now
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that Sydni would learn to use her prosthetic
leg just like her normal leg and would be
able to do whatever she wanted as she grew
older. He assured them that their daughter
would have a full and active life.

“We worried about how Sydni was
going to react to this news,” says Jennifer,
“and how other kids would treat her. We
were concerned what she would and wouldn’t be able to do.”

A few days aer her surgery, Sydni started physical therapy
and was home 10 days later. Within two months, she was
standing and walking on a prosthetic. She soon regained her
strength and the motion in her leg and before long was playing
and climbing stairs.

Sydni is now 9 years
old. It’s been five years
since the accident and
you’d never notice her
leg at all if it weren’t for
the “Big Orange”
University of Tennessee
custom-designed, state-
of-the-art leg she now
sports when climbing
rock walls, playing
soball, swimming,
golfing, hunting and
every other activity
imaginable.

“She goes full speed
from daylight until

bedtime,” says Paul. “She does everything at 110 percent.”
“Sydni is a very unique girl with lots of determination and

spunk,” adds Jennifer. “She adapted so well to the prosthesis
and her peers accepted her condition and helped any way they
could. She is very independent and can do anything she
wants to do on her own. We were worried that her
accident would be a major obstacle for her but it is
actually a very, very small bump in the road.”

Last year, Sydni and her family participated in a
fundraising program for Le Bonheur which generated
$28,285 for the hospital. ey sold hamburgers, hosted
a Zumba Dance-a-thon, held a bake sale and Sydni’s
school got involved by selling snow cones and popcorn
for A Family Affair.

“Because we had been through a life-

changing experience with Sydni and the excellent care we
received at Le Bonheur, we wanted to give back to the hospital,”
says Paul. “Her care far exceeded our expectations. Partici-
pating in this event gave Sydni a feeling of accomplishment by
knowing that she was helping other Le Bonheur patients. We
tell friends who are going to Le Bonheur with their own
children that they could not be in any better place. Le Bonheur
will always have a special place in our heart.”

imitri Searcy loves his three younger brothers and five
younger sisters. As the oldest son in his family, he enjoys
coaching them in football, basketball and swimming, his
favorite sports. He’s good at it, too. Before he graduated from
Tupelo High School in 2011, he assisted the head football coach
and swim coach with training the school’s teams.

Called Dee by his friends and family, the 20-year-old has
faced many challenges in his young life. He was born with
cystic fibrosis (CF), a chronic and life-threatening lung disease
which is passed down through families and is very difficult to
manage. CF causes thick mucus to build up in the lungs and
digestive tract.

What Dee dislikes most about his illness isn’t the chest
therapy or the trips to Le Bonheur for pulmonary care or even
that he can’t play the sports he dearly loves.

“What I hate most is for my family to see me like this,” says
Dee from his hospital bed on the 11th floor of Le Bonheur’s

pulmonary unit where he was a patient for 21 days in
August. Dee and his mother Nichelle, and, on this

trip, his brother Daniel drove from their home
in Tupelo, Miss., for some

special treatment he
needs about every
three months.

Intravenous,
inhaled and oral
medications are used

in CF therapies
and can be

D

CF Patient Encourages
Others To Keep Living

Dee and his brother Daniel

Then & Now
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Continued

extremely time-
consuming for the
patient. Finding the time
to comply with
prescribed treatments
while balancing a normal
life is difficult, especially
for teens. Dee, however,
unlike other CF patients,
has his eight siblings to
help him get through the
daily therapy treatments.
Daniel is among his
favorite helpers.

“He’s a fighter and a
very strong kid,” says
Nichelle. “His brothers
and sisters have always
helped him with his
chest therapy by patting
his back while watching football on TV or playing video games.
When he was younger, we called it ‘pitter patter.’ Today, he
prefers to call it chest therapy.”

Dee was diagnosed with CF when he was four months old
at Children’s Memorial Hospital, now Lurie Children’s Hospital
of Chicago. Because he is African-American, physicians there
didn’t even check him for the disease until they had run out of
other options because it is so rare among his ethnic group.

“ey told me they didn’t think he had CF but they were
running the test just to rule it out,” says Nichelle. “I’d never even
heard of CF. ey told me then that only about 10 percent of all
CF cases are among African-Americans. Finding out about his
disease was very difficult and then learning that it was
extremely rare was even more difficult. It is still difficult today.”

When he was 4, the family moved to Tupelo and Dee
became a patient of Le Bonheur. He has literally grown up at
the hospital and his nurses, pulmonologists, physicians and
other caregivers are now friends and he loves them like his own
family. When he was a little boy, Dee would follow his primary
care nurse, Russ Conner, down the hospital’s halls, pulling a red
wagon along with him. Nichelle says they met Russ on their
very first visit to Le Bonheur 15 years ago. Today, the two pal
around whenever Russ is working in the unit.

“When we walked into Le Bonheur that first day, I was
amazed to learn that the team was as great as the one in
Chicago,” says Nichelle. “As we spent more time here, we

learned that Le Bonheur
has an exceptional
pulmonary team that
works hand-in-hand
with all the other areas
of medical services
Dee’s illness requires.
I had never heard of
Le Bonheur then, but
we were very comfort-
able right from the
beginning. Russ
became his friend
and Dee totally trusts
and loves him.”

Since those early
days at Le Bonheur,
Dee’s condition has had
its share of ups and
downs. When his illness

began to progress, that proved more difficult for him to accept.
“He couldn’t understand why he couldn’t do things like

other children his age,” says Nichelle. “Now that he’s an adult,
he realizes the importance of taking his treatments and has
begun to coach other CF patients and encourages them in
their fight.”

CF is a fight for life. ere is no cure. Over time, the
disease worsens and limits the patient’s activities of daily living.

“When I finished my degree as a respiratory therapist,” says
Nichelle, who graduated in 2011 just two days aer Dee
graduated high school, “I decided I wanted to find a way to
work with physicians to provide CF education and awareness in
small communities.”

Le Bonheur recently began offering a monthly CF clinic in
Tupelo, making it easier on Dee and other CF patients in the
area to receive outpatient treatment.

Dee and his family know his disease is progressing.
“I always tell him that with every breath I take, I breathe

an extra breath for him,” says Nichelle. “I tell him to keep
on fighting.”

At this, Dee interrupts his mother, saying, “You mean keep
on living.”

“Everybody fights,” says Dee. “ey fight to pay bills, they
fight among themselves. I say keep on living. Live your life.
Just live.”

Dee and his pulmonary nurse Russ Conner

Then & Now



sabella Morrow arrived at Le Bonheur when she was only 14
days old. Born at 31 weeks, the tiny infant was only 4 lbs. 2 oz.
at birth and complications immediately dropped her weight to
2 lbs. overnight.

When she was just three hours old, she was taken from her
birthing hospital in Starkville, Miss., and transported to a
nearby medical facility. Monty, her mother, had only five
minutes to say hello and goodbye to her newborn daughter. It
was five days before Monty had the chance to look into her
beautiful daughter’s eyes.

Monty was beside
herself. She was still in
the hospital recovering
from the emergency C-
section birth. For four
days, her husband,
Jamey, cared for their
three sons and visited
her and Isabella at
different hospitals.

An unknown
condition, later
diagnosed as renal

artery stenosis, caused Isabella’s blood pressure to spike out of
control. Physicians in Starkville knew Isabella’s fragile condition
was beyond their power to heal. When her kidneys began to
fail, they rushed her by ambulance to Le Bonheur’s neonatal
intensive care unit where Isabella stayed for the next six months.

“I know that Isabella would not be here today if it were not
for Le Bonheur, the doctors and the nurses in the NICU,” says
Monty. “It’s that simple. She’s so different now from her first few
years.”

Since then, Isabella has had many difficulties. Due to her
renal deterioration, it took weeks before her blood pressure was
controllable, one of the symptoms of her disease. When she
turned 1, one kidney failed and was removed. Multiple surgical
procedures followed over the next few years. However, it was
those critical first six months of her life, when Isabella was
hanging on for dear life at Le Bonheur and her family was 200

miles away, that made the most significant impact on the family.
With three boys, ages 2, 4 and 6 at the time, it was

extremely challenging for Monty and Jamey to visit Isabella at
Le Bonheur as oen as they
desired. Travel, overnight
accommodations and feeding
the five of them became
financially impossible. Aer
several weeks, Jamey and the
boys le Monty with Isabella at
Le Bonheur where Monty
would stay for four days a week
at Isabella’s bedside. en Jamey
would return to pick Monty up
to bring her home to spend
time with her sons. is routine
continued for the six months —

June to November in 2006 — that Isabella was a patient in
the NICU.

On the days Monty wasn’t at Le Bonheur, she talked to the
nurses by phone every few hours.

“It killed me to leave her,” says Monty. “ey would call
me to to give me updates and that meant an awful lot to me.
I depended on the doctors to fix her and I depended on the
nurses to love her when I wasn’t there.”

Love her they did. To this day, Isabella’s doctors, nurses,
phlebotomists and the utility aides at Le Bonheur still ask her
primary NICU nurse, Sarah Baker Myers, how Isabella is
getting along. Sarah became very close with the family during
Isabella’s NICU stay and visits them regularly. When Sarah got

10 I www.LEBONHEUR.ORG/DONATENOW

NICU Patient Thrives
Despite Challenges

I

Isabella and her nurse Sarah Myers

Then & Now
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married in 2009, Isabella was a flower girl in her wedding.
In the six years since Isabella entered Le Bonheur’s NICU, she

has had a rough go of it, including several renal bypass surgeries.
Today, Isabella returns to Le Bonheur every two months for

follow-up care with her kidney doctor; every four months to see
her GI doctor; and annually for a cardiac visit. She has mild to
moderate heart failure (a condition since birth), an immune
disorder and mild cerebral palsy. She will need another kidney
surgery in a year.

Yet today, Isabella is an amazing child, happy, thriving and
full of life.

“God touched people at Le Bonheur to touch her,” says
Monty. “She is so strong and independent. We have been so
blessed. So many things went wrong and we were told to expect
the worst. Le Bonheur worked around the clock on her behalf.
ey got her home and that was very important.

“I can’t tell you how much Le Bonheur means to us,” Monty
continues. “Her surgery and condition are so difficult that there
just aren’t enough words to express how we feel. I wouldn’t go
anywhere else and I couldn’t imagine life without her.”

is Spider-Man backpack filled with action figures and
Matchbox NASCARS kept Alex Smith entertained during the
long hours of the hemodialysis treatments he received for three
years at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital.

“Whenever we had to go for his care, Alex always had his bag
with him,” says his mother, Shawanda. “Batman, Iron Man,
Spider-Man and all his little cars and toys kept him at ease during
dialysis. It gave him some peace of mind.”

Alex, now 14, became a patient at Le Bonheur at age 5 when
his kidneys failed and he needed to start dialysis.

Alex is a quiet boy who doesn’t talk much until he gets to
know people. Opening up is something he has always had
difficulty with and even now that he’s older his shyness is still very
much a part of who he is.

Transplant Improves
Teen’s Quality of Life

H

Continued

Isabella was the flower girl at Sarah’s wedding

Then & Now
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“When he was at
Le Bonheur’s dialysis
unit, Violet [Meyers],
Delores [Evants] and
Courtney [Williams]
always made him feel
comfortable and at
home,” says

Shawanda. “Violet was like a grandmother to him. She always
kept her eye on him for me when I couldn’t be there.”

In the three years that Alex was on dialysis at Le Bonheur, the
dialysis team took him under their wing, according to Dr. Bettina
Ault, pediatric nephrologist at Le Bonheur and Alex’s doctor today.

“Our dialysis team turned Alex into a different patient,” says
Dr. Ault. “He was very traumatized when he arrived here and they
nurtured him through his difficulties and helped him socialize
and grow. e team develops such caring relationships with all
our patients and they strive to have a positive impact on their
overall well-being.”

When Alex was 8, he received a kidney transplant and no
longer requires dialysis. However, he returns to Le Bonheur every
eight weeks for checkups in the kidney clinic with Dr. Ault. Today,
he’s doing very well with one kidney.

“He was so happy to get that kidney,” says Shawanda. “He
wanted to go home as soon as the surgery was over. e first thing
he wanted to do was to eat pizza.” (Pizza is one of many foods that
dialysis patients are restricted from eating because of the dietary

limitations of kidney disease.)
“I never gave up,” says Alex. “It made me feel good to get my

transplant and be more like other kids.”
Although Alex is unable to play contact sports because of his

transplant, he loves wrestling and hopes someday he will be able

to participate in the sport.
For now, he’s happy with
watching the Memphis
Grizzlies play and learning
about his favorite musicians.
He also enjoyed kidney
camp at Camp Okawehna
in Lyles, Tenn., this past
summer.

“If it weren’t for
Le Bonheur helping my
son get a kidney, and their
team support, I don’t know
what we would have done,”
says Shawanda. “I can’t

thank Le Bonheur enough. e dialysis team means the world to
us. I thank every one of them for making us feel at home. And
they are still doing a great job with him today.”

hen she was a little girl, Jessica Reed acquired the
nickname “Smurf,” a moniker she still answers to today.

“I could never run without getting short of breath and I was
always a little blue looking,” says Jessica. “at’s why they called
me Smurf.”

Now 25, Jessica is a cardiac nurse at Le Bonheur, the same
hospital where she has been a patient since she was born with
hypoplastic le heart syndrome, one of the most serious congen-
ital heart defects. By the time she turned 3, she had already
undergone four open-heart surgeries. Although she doesn’t
remember these surgeries, she
does recall the heart catheteriza-
tion she received when she
was 8.

“Because I was so young I
was most afraid that my family
and the doctors would not tell
me everything that was wrong
with me,” says Jessica.

A native Memphian, Jessica

Alex with Dr. Bettina Ault

Heart Patient Becomes
Cardiac Nurse

W

Alex at Kidney Camp.

Alex with the Dialysis Unit Team, Courtney, Delores and Violet

Then & Now
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says her heart
condition never
interfered with any
activities she ever
wanted to do as a
child. She was a
cheerleader in junior
and senior high school
and she has a black belt
in taekwondo. e
only thing Jessica says
she still cannot do is
run for long periods
of time.

Jessica received her
BSN at Union Univer-
sity in Jackson, Tenn.,

in May of 2009 and started work as a nurse in Le Bonheur’s
cardiovascular intensive care unit (CVICU) three months later.
For the past two years, she has been a nurse for the cardiology
clinic at Le Bonheur’s Heart Institute.

In 2010, Jessica needed heart surgery again, this time to
replace her aortic valve. She chose Le Bonheur’s Heart Institute for
the procedure. e Institute’s cardiothoracic surgeon, Dr. Christo-
pher Knott-Craig, performed the operation.

“Dr. Knott-Craig told me I was very sick and that he wasn’t
even sure if replacing my valve would help or not,” says Jessica.
“Because Le Bonheur is my family and I was facing a life-threat-
ening surgery I wanted my family with me,” Jessica says about her
decision to have the surgery at Le Bonheur. “Dr. Knott-Craig and
his team had the skills to take care of me so I had my surgery
here.”

For Jessica, reversing roles and becoming the patient instead
of the caregiver is an experience she uses daily as a nurse.

“I chose to be a nurse because nurses are the ones who spend
the most time with you when you are in the hospital,” says Jessica.
“Some of the most influential people in my life are nurses. I knew
that the Lord had a plan for me and my crazy heart and I wanted
to help other children who were dealing with the same difficulties
I did. My goal is to use everything I have been through up to this
point to help someone else. I love having the chance to get to
know the families I care for and sharing my journey with them.
Knowing their nurse has been in their shoes gives them hope for
their children.”

ithin the first five years of Johnathan Warmbrod’s
young life, he underwent eight surgeries at Le Bonheur.
Today, however, you’d never know the handsome 19-year-old
who was the 2011 Male Athlete of the Year for North Side
High School in Jackson, Tenn., was born with spina bifida.

Spina bifida is typically a permanently disabling birth
defect that involves the incomplete development of the spinal
cord or its coverings. e causes are unknown.

When Johnathan entered
the world on April 25, 1993,
his pediatrician realized
immediately that something
was wrong.

A red flag went up the
minute he saw the two brown
spots on Johnathan’s tiny back. Within three hours,
Johnathan was rushed by ambulance to Le Bonheur, 85 miles
away. Like many families, the Warmbrods had never heard of
Le Bonheur because they had never had a need for a
children’s hospital with their two older daughters.

For his parents, Debbie and David, this was almost more
than they could bear. ey desperately wanted another child
and Debbie had undergone a reverse tubal ligation in order
to conceive. en she required surgery for his birth, which
“was a miracle in itself,” says David.

“When the doctors told us
he had spina bifida, we just
dropped,” says David. “ey
said he would require
constant medical care
throughout his entire life.”

By the time David arrived
at Le Bonheur — Debbie was
still in the hospital recovering
— he was met by Dr. Michael
Muhlbauer who confirmed
the diagnosis and scheduled
a four-hour surgery for

Continued

Birth Defect Surgeries
Give Patient
“Normal” Life

W

Jessica with cardiac patient Trey Pittman

Then & Now
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Johnathan the next day. Dr. Muhlbauer candidly told David
what was ahead: Johnathan may need to wear braces and
could possibly require a wheelchair.

For David, a high school baseball coach, it was especially
tough to learn that his son would never be able to participate
in the sport that he so greatly enjoyed.

e next day, aer only one-and-a-half hours, Dr.
Muhlbauer came out of surgery to report the better-than-
great news: Johnathan’s condition was not as serious as he
had originally thought. He would be able to walk, run, ride a
bicycle and play like all normal children.

“We went from thinking he would be wheelchair-bound
for life to learning he was
going to be a normal kid,
all in an hour and a half,”
says David. “We never
expected such good news.”

Aer 10 days at
Le Bonheur, Debbie and
David took Johnathan
home.

Over the next five
years, Johnathan returned
to Le Bonheur regularly for
two more spinal surgeries
and five other surgeries

related to spina bifida. He continued regular checkups with
his physicians at Le Bonheur until last year, when he was
released to the care of a physician located in his hometown.

“A lot of people think that Johnathan is a normal kid
with no health problems,” says David. “If you saw him
walking down the hall at school with other kids, you’d never
know he was born with such a debilitating condition.
Le Bonheur’s physicians were able to repair his birth defect
so he could live a normal life. We are so thankful to
Le Bonheur because he can do what no one thought was
ever possible.”

As soon as Johnathan could stand up, he had a ball in his
hand. So, it’s no wonder that throughout middle and high
school he played basketball and baseball.

In high school, he put all his energy into baseball as
starting pitcher for the varsity team, throwing one no-hitter
game and graduating with a 15-9 pitching record. He made
the All-District team his junior and senior years and in 2011,
Johnathan was selected for the West Tennessee All Star team.

Although Johnathan doesn’t remember the surgeries, he

does understand what his life could have been.
“He knows how his life might have been without

Le Bonheur,” says David. “Whenever he sees a child in a
wheelchair, he always reaches out to them lovingly. He
realizes that it could have been him.”

Last year, aer graduation, Johnathan headed off to
college at Middle Tennessee State University to pursue his
dream of being an athletic trainer. Aer a year, like many
college freshmen, he decided to change directions, opting
instead to pursue turf management maintenance, a field that
merges seamlessly with his love for baseball.

is summer, Johnathan worked for the grounds crew at
the West Tennessee Healthcare Sportsplex, landscaping and
maintaining the facility’s 17 baseball and soball playing
fields. is fall he is coaching a baseball team for Great
American Sports, the largest athletic sporting goods business
for team apparel and athletic equipment in Jackson.

“We cannot thank everyone at Le Bonheur enough,
especially the nurses, for their calming effect and willingness
to go the extra mile for us as parents during our son’s very
intense medical situations,” says Debbie.

“Everything Le Bonheur and his doctors have done for
him has made his success,” adds David.

hen he was 15 and walking with a crutch because of
polio in his right leg, Jon Simpson never dreamed that 59
years later he would be on a running streak that has lasted 41
years. And he credits Le Bonheur for enabling him to achieve
this accomplishment.

“Le Bonheur was there for me when I needed it,” he says.
“I don’t know how I would have turned out otherwise.”

Jon’s story began in the summer of 1959, just before his
sophomore year at Central High School in Memphis. He and
his buddy Billy spent a week in a cabin on a lake near Hardy,
Ark., camping, canoeing, fishing and swimming. When the
boys returned home, Jon became very ill on his first night
back. His parents took him to Le Bonheur the next day,
where he stayed for nearly five months while physicians
treated him for bulbar polio. Polio at that time was still a

W
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Runs a Blue Streak
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highly dreaded
childhood disease and
had crippled thousands
of children before the
Salk vaccine became
readily available.

Before polio
weakened his right leg,
Jon had played football
and was a very active
youth. With polio now
zapping his strength,
sports and exercise were

out. “I couldn’t play sports or do much while in high school,”
he says, “so I got a job as a soda jerk and I had a paper route.”

Yet Jon’s faith in his recovery never wavered.
“I always felt that science would come up with something to

bring my weak leg back,” he says, while lacing up his running
shoes. “e doctors at Le Bonheur told me I’d never be able to
wear loafers and that I would always have to wear tied shoes
because they would provide more support for me.”

Jon says he has always worn tied shoes
but doubts that his doctors had

running shoes in mind
when they

told
him
this!

When he returned to school, Jon was still walking with a
crutch. However, it wasn’t until his uncle told him to “put the
crutch down” that Jon decided to do just that.

“I refused to let the weakness hold me back,” he says.
Jon graduated from college at Southwestern at Memphis

(now Rhodes) and dental school at the University of Tennessee,
where he played handball, sang in the Glee Club and taught
himself to juggle.

Today, nearly 60 years later, Jon is overwhelmed by what
Le Bonheur has become. He and Caroline, his wife of 48 years,
toured Le Bonheur in July and were impressed not only with the
new facility but with the hospital staff. “e staff is so upbeat,” he
says. “Everyone has such a love for the children and Le Bonheur is
so family-oriented.”

Prior to the opening of Le Bonheur in 1952, area polio patients
were sent to John Gaston Hospital, where Jon says he would have
ended up if it hadn’t been for the physicians at Le Bonheur who
made it possible for him to receive treatment under their care.

“ere was no way my family could provide to send me to
Le Bonheur, yet the hospital worked out a way to treat me,” he
says. “I believe Le Bonheur offered the same caring environment
then as it does today, which I attribute to helping me heal.”

Jon continues to support Le Bonheur and says it means a lot
to him to be able to give back. “I could never repay Le Bonheur
for what they did for me.”

In 1967, Jon began running five days a week as a way to
maintain strength in his leg muscles. He started with short runs in
his neighborhood near the University of Memphis. “I didn’t start
out with the intention of running every day,” he says. “One day I
realized I had run every day for a week so I decided I would
continue to run every day for the rest of the year. One thing led to
another.”

at was on August 30,
1971. is September, Jon
logged his 41st year of daily
consecutive running.

He runs at least one mile
a day to meet the require-
ment of the U.S. Running
Streak Association and is
listed as No. 5 out of the 339
U.S. registered runners. At
74, he is the most senior
runner registered, including
those internationally. On
Nov. 1 of this year, Jon logged
15,038 consecutive days of
running.

Prior to retiring from his dental practice in 2009, Jon became
a Master in the Academy of General Dentistry, the third dentist in
Tennessee to achieve this credential. He never thought it would
lead to anything more than a title aer his name. Yet, it was this
title that led Holland America cruise line to invite the Simpsons to
sail along on seven trips as the ship’s dentist caring for the crew
and guests.

Even when he is traveling, Jon’s running never stops. “e
first thing I do is decide where I’m going to run the next day,” he
says. “I just want to keep my record going.”

Then & Now

One of Jon’s bronzed shoes in honor of 20 consecutive years of running
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Miller Family Is Grateful for
Son’s Exceptional Care

For the Love of Le Bonheur

or a month or longer, Hunter Miller had been experiencing
headaches. e outgoing 5-year-old with a vivid imagination
and who loves to read even missed the book fair at his school
because his head hurt too much.

“is was so unlike him,” says his mother, Suzanne. “He
wouldn’t miss the book fair for anything.”

His father, Adam, took him to the Urgent Care near their
home in Saltillo, Miss., to find out what was causing the
headaches.An evaluation netted nothing. Yet the physician at
Urgent Care recommended further examination.

Without reservation, Hunter’s
mother drove him to Tupelo for
additional medical tests the
following day.

Shortly aer Adam arrived at
work on Feb. 9, 2011, he got a call
from Suzanne with some fright-
ening news. Hunter had a tumor
on the back of his brain and he
needed to go to Le Bonheur for
an MRI.

“is was so surreal,” says
Adam. “Hunter was a healthy 5-
year-old. A million things were
running through our minds but
we knew that we had to remain
calm for Hunter’s sake. In the
blink of an eye, we went from our
normal everyday lives to waiting
for our son’s brain tumor to be
examined.”

“e unknown was our biggest fear,” adds Suzanne.
Aer they got to Le Bonheur, Hunter was admitted for an

MRI. e diagnosis was juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma (JPA), a
slow-growing and benign brain tumor that is operable.

“at was the best news that anyone could have told us at
the time,” says Suzanne. “We knew Hunter was in good hands.”

During Hunter’s surgery the next morning, his parents
were assured hourly that things were going as planned. Within
two hours, Dr. Frederick Boop, co-director of Le Bonheur’s
Neuroscience Institute, met with the Millers and told them the
surgery was complete. Everything had gone well and Hunter
was now on the mend.

It’s been 18 months since Hunter’s surgery. No further
treatments or surgeries are necessary. Hunter, now 7, is living
his life to the fullest.

“We had heard great things about Le Bonheur, but never
imagined how wonderful it was until we were there and experi-
enced it ourselves,” says Suzanne. “One of our concerns was
how to explain to Hunter what was going to happen during the
surgery. One of the hospital’s Child Life specialists came in with
some white and black play dough. She explained that the white
was his brain and the black spot was his headaches and that the

doctor would take the black away
and he would be all better. Aer
that, Hunter was okay with
everything.”

Two weeks aer surgery,
Hunter was back in school.

“We don’t know where
we would be today without
Le Bonheur,” says Suzanne.

Grateful for their son’s
exceptional care at Le Bonheur,
the Miller family decided to give
back to the hospital by partici-
pating in the Tupelo Family Affair
fundraising event. e Millers
sold T-shirts and held bake sales,
cookouts and yard sales with the
support of friends and family in
their community. ey raised
$26,000 for Le Bonheur and were

named the 2012 North Mississippi Miracle Maker Family of the
Year.

“What was most meaningful for us about fundraising for
Le Bonheur was knowing that children who have horrible
health issues can rest assured that they will receive the best care
possible even if their families can’t afford it,” says Suzanne.
“Knowing we are able to help a child in any way makes us feel
better than anything else in the world.”

“No parent should ever take their child’s health for
granted,” adds Adam. “We will be forever grateful to
Le Bonheur for the wonderful care Hunter received. ere is
no better place for your child to go.”

F

Adam, Hunter, Suzanne and Carson Miller
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he feeling of utter and total helplessness that any parent
experiences when their infant child is facing a life-and-death
illness is one of the most difficult they may ever experience. For
Ross and Kristy Jordan of Memphis, their powerlessness to help
their son when he was diagnosed with MRSA staph pneumonia
was bolstered by knowing that the nursing staff in Le Bonheur’s
pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) was doing all they could to
make their son Samuel’s two-
week hospital stay in June 2011
end happily.

ey recognized the care and
compassion Le Bonheur’s
nursing team provided during
this most challenging time by
making a contribution to the
PICU in honor of Sam’s nurses
along with a gi to the hospital’s
capital campaign.

“We have no doubt that
Le Bonheur saved our son’s life,”
says Ross. “During the time we spent at Le Bonheur, it was a
tremendous relief to know that Sam was receiving the best care
possible. What we will always remember is the care and
compassion shown by all of his doctors and nurses. ey
deserve the lion’s share of the credit for making such a terrible
experience as bearable as possible. All of his nurses really made
a difference and they were right there for us the entire time.
is and the exceedingly high level of care provided by Sam’s
doctors were the deciding factors in our making the gi.”

Sam was only three weeks old when his parents noticed he
had a temperature. ey immediately took him to their
pediatrician who sent them right away to Le Bonheur. By the
time Sam arrived at Le Bonheur’s Emergency Department, his
temperature had spiked to over 104 degrees and he was
admitted to the PICU.

Seeing their tiny son on a ventilator and watching him go
into surgery was almost more than their hearts could bear.

“At three weeks old, we didn’t even know Sam yet and to see
him lying there, fighting with all he’s got, was a terrible ride for
us,” says Ross. “e nursing staff comforted my wife and me
during this tremendously difficult time. Just knowing that we
were in a state-of-the-art hospital with truly exceptional care
combined with an incredibly compassionate staff made us feel
deep down that Sam was going to be okay. at was worth its

weight in gold to us.”
Among Sam’s many

nurses during his hospital-
ization, one especially touched the Jordans’ hearts. “On her day
off and with her own money, Kimberly Andrews purchased
Sam a Bible and a cross for his crib,” says Ross. “at was one of
the sweetest things anyone has ever done for us.”

PICU nurse Jennifer Blarney helped ease the tension when
she teased Ross about how
loudly he snored. “For some
reason, that really touched me,”
says Ross. “It brought a sense of
normalcy back to our lives.”

e Jordans believe
Memphis is “truly blessed to
have Le Bonheur.”

“ere are a lot of people
who receive care at Le Bonheur
who can’t pay for it or make a
gi to help Le Bonheur continue
to do the work they do,” says

Ross. “ose of us who can make a gi owe it to the hospital
and the community to do so. No matter how small our contri-
bution is in the great scheme of things we want to help ensure
that the greatest quality of care available will continue. When it
comes to your own child’s care, knowing that the people taking
care of him have the absolute best tools available serves to
reinforce that a positive outcome is possible. Sam will,
thankfully, never remember what
happened to him at Le Bonheur
but we will never forget.”

For this reason, the Jordans’
contribution to the new hospital
was honored through the naming
of the room in which Sam’s life
was saved.

“Knowing that there will be a
permanent reminder of what he
went through was important to
us,” says Ross. “To know his
victory would not fade and will
be associated with the room
he was in when this happened
will forever remain important
to us.”

Jordan Family Is Grateful for
Le Bonheur Nurses

If you would like to
recognize a nurse or
caregiver for their nurturing
attention, you can make a
gift in honor of that individual
to Le Bonheur Children’s
Foundation. Or, you may
specify a gift to the Friends
of Nursing Fund, which offers
professional development for
the hospital’s nursing associ-
ates. For information on how
you can honor a caregiver,
call (901) 287-6308.

T

For the Love of Le Bonheur

Sam, Ross, Kyle and Kristy Jordan
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early three decades of giving says something
about a person’s commitment to the cause that
they financially support. For retired Memphis

city high school teacher Shadye Parker, once she made her
first contribution to Le Bonheur, she never stopped.

What is most inspiring about Shadye’s dedication to
helping provide for Le Bonheur’s patients is that during all
these years she has never stepped foot inside the hospital except
once and that was in the 1970s to assist one of her students.

“One of my students was crying because she didn’t have a
way to get to Le Bonheur when her nephew was a patient
there,” says Shadye. “I drove her to Le Bonheur and waited
while she visited and then I took her home.”

Yet for 22 consecutive years, Shadye, 74, has made
donations to Le Bonheur. “I began making annual contribu-
tions to Le Bonheur aer my mother died in 1991,” says
Shadye. “I remembered that student long ago and I also wanted
to honor my mother. I know my gis to Le Bonheur will reach
people who really need it. When I was a child, I never had very
much and I always said if I got in a position where I had money
I would share it. Children have no way to get anything and have
to depend on their parents. You just can’t go wrong helping a
child. eir future depends upon how we treat them.”

Children are something Shadye knows a lot about. As a
school teacher for 30 years, she recognized early on that hungry
kids needed to eat in order to learn. Long before there was a
free lunch program in the school system, she made sure her
students never went hungry by giving them lunch money if

they needed it.
“I always tried to carry myself in such a way that I was

approachable, so the kids would come to me if they needed
anything,” she says.

In return, Shadye asked that the students in her homeroom
class gather canned goods for the anksgiving food baskets to
feed the less fortunate. Over the 20 years she taught at
Northside High School, Shadye’s students won three trophies
and more than a dozen ribbons for their overwhelming efforts.

“I taught my students to give, just like my mother taught
me,” says Shadye. “All my students were asked to bring in
canned food and money to help make the baskets because it
was important that they learn how to share what they have with
others.”

Even though Shadye retired from teaching in 1989 to care
for her 93-year-old mother, she says she still gets calls and visits
from many of her students — several of whom became doctors,
lawyers, teachers, school principals, a fire chief, two city court
judges, an optometrist and many professional business leaders
— who thank her for what she taught them.

“I had the achievers,” she explains. “As a teacher, you don’t
always get your thanks in pay but when it comes from your
students, then that is thanks enough.”

Born and raised in Memphis, Shadye graduated from
Manassas High School along with her three sisters and two

N
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a Lifetime
Pursuit
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brothers. ey had it rough growing up and she doesn’t like to
talk about those days. Her father, a World War I veteran, was
paralyzed from the waist down aer a feed mill accident and
spent most of his life in a wheelchair. Her mother was a
domestic worker and refused to accept any assistance. To help
the family, Shadye and her siblings worked at a local café and
picked cotton.

“My mother didn’t have much to give but she gave blood
when a friend of hers was ill and needed it,” says Shadye. “She
never gave it a second thought. Any child in the neighborhood
who was hungry would be invited to our house to eat. We
didn’t have much except love and we helped each other.”

Shadye recalls when she was 12 her mother sent her to mop
the floor of a neighbor who was in a wheelchair. “My mother
encouraged us to go work for her but told us we weren’t to
accept any money for it,” says Shadye. “at’s how I learned
about giving. I like giving. It’s a good feeling to know you’re
helping somebody.”

Shadye received a scholarship to LeMoyne-Owen College
and later finished her master’s degree from Memphis State
University (now the University of Memphis) in 1967. A whiz in
math, Shadye was singled out early in her career to teach
trigonometry. She later received three grants from the National
Science Foundation to attend courses in modern mathematics
at Memphis State, Lane College and the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago.

Even aer all these years, Shadye believes her contributions
to Le Bonheur still make a difference.

“I know my gis to Le Bonheur will be used properly and
won’t be misspent,” she says. “With my help, at least the
children will have a chance and that’s important to me. It
enriches your soul to know you are helping somebody. Giving
is not new to me. I know where I came from and I don’t mind
giving. If you give from the heart, you will be rewarded. e
Lord has been good to me and I intend to always give to
Le Bonheur.” —Kini Kedigh Plumlee

G i v i n g F r o m t h e H e a r t

H O L I D A y H A P P e n I n G S

Opens November 17

Enchanted Forest
or more than 50 years, the Enchanted Forest Festival of Trees has marked the beginning
of the holiday season for many Mid-South families. This year, from Nov. 17 through Dec.
31, children of all ages will again be captivated by the sights and sounds of Christmas

during the annual holiday event at the Memphis Pink Palace Museum.
With the help of TWIGS of Le Bonheur, the museum will be transformed into a winter

wonderland for the holidays with animated characters and over 50 illuminated Christmas trees
sponsored by area businesses and organizations. Santa arrives by helicopter at 9 a.m. on Nov.
17 on the front lawn of the mansion. He will be visiting with children and making his list
daily through Dec. 24.

Stop by the Penguin Pond to recognize the many individuals and organizations who help
make the season brighter for Le Bonheur patients. Because of their generous contributions,
patients who are hospitalized over the holidays receive a plush penguin pal just like those
skating in the pool. If you are interested in sponsoring a penguin for the Penguin Pond, call
Stephanie Snow at (901) 287-5018 or email stephanie.rainey@lebonheur.org.

The Enchanted Forest Festival of Trees will run Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sundays from
noon to 5 p.m. During December, the display will remain open until 9 p.m. on Dec. 7, 14, and 21 and will be closed on
Thanksgiving and Christmas day.

Entrance fee is $6 for adults, $5 for seniors and children ages 3 -12. Children under 2 are free. Group rates are
available. For more information, call (901) 525-TREE or visit www.TheEnchantedForest.org.

F
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wilson family advocates for Le Bonheur’s kids
Le Bonheur patients Ann and Mary Quay
Wilson were among more than 25 children
who made a special trip to Washington,
D.C., in July to advocate for children’s
health care. Both girls understand
firsthand the importance of high-quality,
accessible pediatric care.

Five-year-old Mary Quay was born
with spina bifida, a birth defect in which
the backbone and spinal canal do not
close before birth. Mary Quay has received
care and therapy at Le Bonheur since birth.

Older sister Ann, now 8, also received care at Le Bonheur for a soft cleft
palate, which was surgically repaired when she was 1 year old.

“Growing up in Memphis, we often took for granted the fact that we have
this wonderful hospital that is solely dedicated to the care of children,”says Cathy
Wilson, the girls’mother.“With both our daughters having received treatment at
Le Bonheur, we know why children’s hospitals are so important. They’re uniquely
qualified because children are not just little adults.”

The eighth annual Children’s Hospital Association event, called Family
Advocacy Day, offered a chance for patients and their families to share their
stories with lawmakers on Capitol Hill.

If you are interested in advocating for Le Bonheur, contact Maureen O’Connor
at (901 287-6718.

Health-Care Hero
Noted Le Bonheur neurosurgeon Dr. Robert Sanford
received the 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award presented
by the Memphis Business Journal at the 14th annual
Health Care Heroes awards.

Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. Sanford has
pioneered major advances in the field of pediatric neurosurgery and was
instrumental in establishing Memphis and Le Bonheur as a major center for the
research and practice of neurosurgery. The surgical brain tumor program at
Le Bonheur’s Neuroscience Institute is the largest in the country and is in
collaboration with St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center and Semmes-Murphey.

Make a Splash wins grant
Splash Mid-South (formerly Make a Splash Mid-
South) won the USA Swimming Foundation and
Phillips 66 water safety video contest and a $5,000
grant to provide free learn-to-swim instruction to
local children. Thanks to incredible community
support, the Memphis-based water safety coalition

received more than 500,000 votes in the online public contest against programs in
Brunswick, Ga., Irvington, N.J., Landover, Md., and St. Paul, Minn.

The national water safety tour with Olympic gold medalist Cullen Jones is
designed to educate children, parents and communities about the importance of
learning to swim. Jones taught a swimming lesson in Memphis during a stop on
the tour and also participated in a swim meet relay with area swim teams.

Splash Mid-South was formed in 2008 following the tragic deaths of two
youths in local swimming pools on the first day of summer. Created by Safe Kids
Mid-South, headquartered at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital and part of a global
organization to prevent childhood injuries, the organization has more than 30
community partners, including City of Memphis Parks and Neighborhoods, YMCA
of the Mid-South, Memphis Tiger Swimming and the Benjamin L. Hooks Institute
for Social Change at the University of Memphis.

Since its inception, Splash Mid-South has provided 3,000 swimming lessons
to“at risk”children, sponsored dozens of talented swimmers on local swim teams
and formed a Diversity Swim Team called Memphis Splash that competed and
placed fifth overall in a regional meet in North Carolina. Pictured is Olympic gold
medalist Cullen Jones with Memphis swim students.

emergency Room Specialists Make $100,000 Gift
Pediatric Emergency Specialists PC made a gift of $100,000 to the recently completed
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital capital campaign. They are one of four medical groups
to secure 100 percent participation from all members of their organization. The other
three groups are Pediatric Anesthesiologists PA, Memphis Children’s Clinic and
Pediatric Surgery Group.

The names of all physicians who made gifts to the campaign will be displayed on a
specially designed wall plaque located adjacent to the physicians’dining room in the
hospital. More than 135 active and retired physicians contributed more than $1.6
million to the campaign. Fifty-four of these physicians made individual gifts of $10,000
or more.

Pictured from left are Dr. Tim O’Connor, Dr. Nadine Symons, Dr. Barry Gilmore, Dr.
James O’Donnell, Dr. Amy Hertz and Dr. Joe Pollack. Not pictured: Dr. Rick Hanna, Dr.
Katherine Cox, Dr. Camilla Forsythe, Dr. Rudy Kink, Dr. Mindy Longjohn, Dr. Mary
McGinty and Dr. Jay Pershad.

A R O U n D T H e H A L L S

Mary Quay and Ann
on the Capitol steps

Volunteer Honored
Le Bonheur parent and hospital volunteer Bridgette
Flack received first place in the 2012 Adult Spirit of Giving
Awards at the 36th annual Spirit of Giving Awards
presented by Volunteer Mid-South. Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital received second place for our Outstanding
Volunteer Program and received $500 in recognition of

Bridgette’s volunteerism.
Bridgette’s daughter, Madeline, is a patient of the hospital’s Heart Institute.

Bridgette is a member of Le Bonheur’s Family Partner’s Council and helps coordi-
nate a monthly Parent’s Night Out for families undergoing the stress of having a
child hospitalized with a heart condition. She also serves on the CVICU’s Unit
Council to provide a parent’s insight into unit policy and practices.
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Fred’s Super Dollar Stores
Surpass Giving History
Associates at 98 area Fred’s Super Dollar retail stores
raised $145,000 for Le Bonheur this year. Since
partnering with the Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals in 2006, Fred’s has contributed more than
$720,000 to the hospital with total U.S. contributions
to CMN at more than $2.8 million. Pictured at a presen-
tation of the company’s recognition plaque in the
hospital are (left) marketing director Ursula Roman and
CEO Bruce Efird.

Forrest Spence 5K
The fifth annual Forrest Spence 5K raised $37,600.
Nearly 1,000 runners participated in this year’s
fundraiser that provides funds for counseling families
who have lost a child, care baskets for families of
patients in the hospital’s pediatric ICU, meals for
families staying at the FedExFamilyHouse and items for
the Forrest Spence Sibling Playroom. The event is
named for the son of Brittany and David Spence who
died in 2007. The couple established the Forrest Spence
Fund to honor their son’s memory and the exceptional
care he received while a patient at Le Bonheur. Pictured
is the Eric Flanders family at the run.

Strategic Financial Partners 5K
More than 325 registered runners participated in the
fourth annual Strategic Financial Partners 5K, raising
about $10,000 for Le Bonheur’s Neuroscience Institute.
Strategic Financial Partners, a Memphis investment and
insurance firm, supports the hospital’s neurological
program in grateful appreciation for the care provided
to the child of one of their employees. Pictured far left
is Russ VanderSteeg, managing partner, and at far right
on the pace vehicle is Hamp Holcomb, executive vice
president and manager of the Memphis office.

nucor Steel Golf Tournament
Raises Highest Total yet
Nucor Steel-Arkansas’June golf tournament, held at
Colonial Country Club in Memphis, raised $200,000 for
Le Bonheur, the most ever raised by the event. Nucor, a
steel product manufacturer with divisions throughout
the U.S., has raised more than $1 million for
Le Bonheur since 1999. The annual tournament
brings together more than 180 customers, suppliers
and employees from across the country to participate.
Le Bonheur Foundation executive director Kavanaugh
Casey accepted the check from Sam Commella, vice
president and general manager for Nucor-Arkansas.

Radiothons Support Le Bonheur
This fall, Le Bonheur radiothons in Jackson, Tenn., and
Tupelo, Miss., raised a combined total of nearly
$100,000 for the hospital. The Tupelo event, hosted by
WWZD FM 106.7 (Wizard), garnered $49,000 in
pledges while the Jackson event, held by WWYN FM
106.9, secured $50,000 in pledges. Pictured are deejays
Kelli Karlson (left) and Bill “Road Kill Bill”Hughes with
Le Bonheur patient Cooper Hughes on the air during
the Tupelo event.

walmart and Sam’s Club Day
Walmart and Sam’s Club stores in the Memphis market
raised $500,000 for Le Bonheur during 2011. Walmart
and Sam’s Club have been a national Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals partner for more than 25 years and
their gifts to the hospital total more than $6 million to
date. There are 71 Walmart and Sam’s Club stores in the
Memphis market. Pictured are Walmart and Sam’s Club
Associates during a tour of Le Bonheur.
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Gurus of Golf
The fourth annual Gurus of Golf event sponsored by
Lexus of Memphis raised $282,000 for Le Bonheur.
Eighty players teamed up with 20 top-ranked golf
teaching professionals for the annual event at Spring
Creek Ranch. Pictured is teaching pro Kip Puterbaugh
helping a player take his game to the next level.

Millington Quilters Guild
Members of the Millington Quilters Guild delivered
hand-made quilts and stuffed toys for patients at
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital on Aug. 29. The Guild
meets weekly at the Baker Community Center to sew
items for numerous charities in Memphis. Pictured
from left to right are: Sandra Wilburn, Alice Dieckhaus,
Pat Hunt, Terry Hunt and Kathy Hite.

Book It
Once Upon a Heart:
Stories from Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital
is a moving tribute to
Le Bonheur’s first 60 years,
filled with stories from
individuals whose lives were
touched by the hospital.
Parents share memories,
heartaches and miracles,

employees reminisce about the early days and
physicians recall the evolution of pediatric medicine.
Copies may be purchased at Le Bonheur’s hospital gift
shop or the Booksellers at Laurelwood for $10 or an e-
book version on Amazon.com for $5.

The Toy Box, a children’s
book published by
Le Bonheur chaplain Jack
Conrad, explores events in
the life of 11-year-old Corny
who receives a magical toy
box from his uncle. Themes
in the book include good
and evil and how to discover

and use a toy box in one’s own life. To purchase a book,
contact Jack Conrad at jack.conrad@lebonheur.org.

Proceeds from the sale of both books benefit
Le Bonheur.

F U n R A I S e R S

Go Jim Go Reaches $200,000 Goal
For the seventh year, News Channel 3 meteorologist
Jim Jaggers rode his bicycle 333 miles across the roads
of the Mid-South for Le Bonheur raising $200,000
along the way. Since 2005, Go Jim Go! has raised more
than $550,000 for the hospital. The ride began in
Memphis Sept. 26 and traveled to Oxford, Southaven
and Olive Branch, Miss., Forrest City, Ark., and Ripley
and Halls, Tenn., before concluding with a 30-minute
live telethon broadcast from the hospital on Oct. 3.
Pictured is Steve Roberts of Wynne, Ark., presenting
$60,000 to Jim, donations received from his fellow
farmers in St. Francis County in honor of the hospital’s
60th birthday year.

Le Bonheuroo Raises $5,000
For the second year, Le Bonheuroo, a music showcase
featuring local performers, was presented by three
college chums to raise money for the hospital. Staged
at Memphis’Central Station, the event, playfully named
after the annual outdoor summer music festival
held in Manchester, Tenn., raised $5,000 in sponsor-
ships and donations. Conceived by McCulloch Cline,
Philip Overton and Mac Armour after interning in
Le Bonheur’s Volunteer Services department, the three
friends called upon their friends who have bands to set
up the live music showcase. Cline chaired Le Bonheuroo
2012. Overton and Armour served on the event’s
organizing team headed by Dabney Powell. Ethan
Healy, lead singer of Brothers Gambinus, served as the
emcee. Pictured from left to right are Philip Overton,
McCulloch Cline, Mac Armour, Ethan Healy and
Dabney Powell.

Boys Turn Lemons into
Cash for Le Bonheur
While Le Bonheur heart patient Grey Nix (left) was in
the hospital, his best friend Paul Jones (right)
set up a lemonade stand in the neighborhood to make
sure Le Bonheur could take good care of his buddy. Paul
also asked his friends for donations from their
allowance and raised $100 for Le Bonheur.
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WWhheerree  eevveerryy  cchhiilldd
mmaatttteerrss  aanndd  
eevveerryy  ggiifftt  ccoouunnttss..
From the tiniest concerns to the biggest emergencies,
anything that matters to children matters to us. And at
Le Bonheur, we are committed to serve each child that
comes to us with only the best care available.

This year Le Bonheur’s Annual Giving campaign is focused
on making every gift count by asking you to help us provide
four new infant scales for the hospital’s neonatal intensive
care and infant care units. Each baby served by Le Bonheur’s
highly trained medical staff is weighed daily to ensure the
appropriate dosage of medicine and adequate nutrition is
being provided for their optimal care.

Portable and easily accessible for bedside use in our infant
patient rooms, these specialized infant scales are highly
calibrated for accuracy and enable our tiniest of patients to
remain on any monitors or near heat sources if necessary
during their daily weigh-in. With them, we can safeguard
that accurate prescriptions are always administered.

Each scale costs the hospital approximately $4,000. Help us
reach our goal to purchase four of these new infant scales
before the end of the year. Make a gift today at
www.lebonheur.org/donatenow or call the Le Bonheur
Foundation at (901) 287-6308.

With your help, all the babies who enter Le Bonheur’s
doors will leave us healthy and strong.




